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Dearn S.in:

Subject: The Rising Cost of Interlibrary Bonrowing

Dwring Lhe past few months, we observed with considerable
appftehemwn, the Ztendency of Large Libiaries fo chanrge exho)nbufani
puae/s gon Anterlibrany bomow,mg

The resounrces of nich Libraiies were collected over many
decades at tfhe expense of tha pubfic purse. Now that these Libraries
are capable of satisfying the needs of thein usens, Litihe consideration

- A4 gdven fo the p&gh;t of youngen and smallen Libranies who musi also
cope with inglation, Lower budgets and -iising operating costs.

14 the practice of charging $5.00 forn a Lean i5 ablowed To
spread ackoss the Land - as it may well do ~ many Canadians. will be
seriously hampered An thein nesearch or educational efforts. Laxge
Libraries consililute a national resource and as such have a national
nesponsdbility., To impede the dissemination of information by the
Amposition of anofzmowsﬂj high gees 45 an abrogation of the Librarian's .
rofe as dispensaton of knowledge.

Some of us sELEL nemember the Lime when the National Library
of Medicine provided the world with free aom@s of scientific papeirs.
Have we heached the stage 4in owr development where only the very iich
can afpord to indulge in the pwisuit of knowledge?

We ane aware of the effornts made Lo oblain special grants fhrom
government agencies, such as the Canada Councif, fo help alleviate ihe
costs of Anterbibrary Loan services, Since the Federal Govesnment is
already subsidizing the Ministiies of Education in each of The provinces,
what {5 needed 45 a more rational distribution of available funds within

- each Lmstitution, a distriibution based on prionities. Some will say that
L 5 ungain fon Large Libranies Lo carrny mosit ¢f the burden, Let L& be
known that these Large institulions heceived mosit of the money and conse-
quently have an obligation fo share their wealth wdh the fess fortunate.
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We were asked, sometime age, Lo join in a cooperative
acquisilion program ab a means of counteracting the debilifating effects

- of inflation. Such a poticy would not serve the interests of weak Librwiies

but strengthen the dominating position of rich chfza}uu who can defermine,
at thein Leisure, tha value of thein services.

UMUQM'{I/LQA and governmental. onganizations in Ontario and
Quebee contribute an appreciablfe sum of money Lo support TUTS/QUILL. The
reason for seltling-up TUTS/QUILL was Lo facilifate and accelerate the §Low
o4 Angormation belween Libiaiies forn the benefit of el wsers, The Lm-
position of high ILL charges effectively places barriens to the thansfen
of dinformation; Lt is conbrany Lo the philosophy which initially inspired
the creation of TUTS eud QUILL services.

- Since Universities and goveimments are aulonomous bodies, we do
not know how fhe sitfuation can be corrected. Neverntheless, we Ab‘wngf,g

believe that there is an wrgent need Lo sitop the spread oﬁ a pracitice
which is detriimental fo The health and education of Canadians.

Youns respectqully,

Maurice Alarie,
Esthen James Ingle

for

Commitice o4 Health Sciences Libraiians
OTTAWA/HULL Group -




