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Course Objectives 

• 1. To help students develop an awareness of the nature 
of health and medicine and the organization of 
biomedical research and consumer health literature 

• 2. To help students develop an understanding of: the 
information-seeking by people with health concerns; 
issues in formal and informal health communication 
and information seeking by health care practitioners.  

• 3. To familiarize students with the specialized 
vocabulary and forms of medical and health literature;  

• 4. To help students develop an understanding of health 
information services for consumers and methods for 
evaluating them.  



Topics Covered 

Assessing Consumer Health Information and EBM 

Health Information Needs 

Health Information and Library Services 

Online Health Information ie: Patient Support Communities, Blogs 

Consumer Health Information and Advocacy 



Problem Based Learning 

• “The problem is not provided with the goal of 
being solved or answered but rather, the 
problem is used to help learners identify their 
own needs as they attempt to understand the 
problem, to pull together, synthesize and 
apply information to the problem, to begin to 
work effectively to learn from group members 
as well as tutors, and finally to encourage 
learners to reflect on their own beliefs, values 
and biases.” 

 



Consumer Health Recourse Review 

Evaluating Internet Health Information:  
A Tutorial from the National Library of Medicine 

MedlinePlus Guide to Healthy Web Surfing 

A User's Guide to Finding and Evaluating Health Information on the Web 
(MLA) 

For 
Example: 

http://www.nlm.nih.gov/medlineplus/webeval/webeval.html
http://www.nlm.nih.gov/medlineplus/webeval/webeval.html
http://www.nlm.nih.gov/medlineplus/webeval/webeval.html
http://www.nlm.nih.gov/medlineplus/healthywebsurfing.html
https://www.mlanet.org/resources/userguide.html
https://www.mlanet.org/resources/userguide.html


Questions? 

Image retrieved from: http://fims-grc.fims.uwo.ca/ask-a-librarian/  


